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A store owner at Parkland Mall in Red Deer, Alta., dons tfillin with Yossi Matusof.
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‘Roving rabbis’ make
connections in Alberta

By LAUREN KRAMER
Pacific Correspondent

This summer marked the first time in
20 years that Chabad Alberta, in conjunc-
tion with Chabad headquarters in New York
City, has sent rabbinical students roving
over the plains and mountains of Alberta.

Moshe Raices of Postville, Iowa, and
Yossi Matusof of Calgary spent three weeks
in the province, driving close to 3,000
kilometres as they visited tourist hot spots
such as Banff and Lake Louise and quieter
centres such as Medicine Hat and Leth-
bridge in their search for Jewish brethren.

Their purpose? To reconnect with members
of the tribe.

“After everything I’d learned and studied
at rabbinical school during the year, this was
a chance to share my knowledge with people
who never have access to it,” said Matusof, 20.
“I had a few weeks open and thought it would
be a great way to spend it, especially because it
would put me near Calgary, where I grew up.”

Matusof and Raices packed their trunk with
kosher food in Calgary, returning intermit-
tently to the city to replenish their supplies.

But it was the variety of touching
experiences they had en route that stand
out in their memory, not the abundance
of tuna sandwiches they consumed.

Matusof recalls an encounter in
Banff with a Jewish family from New
York, during which he learned that their
teenage son had never had a bar mitzvah.

When given the opportunity, the young
man opted to put on tfillin for the first time
right then and there, on Banff Avenue.

“We did about seven bar mitzvahs in
those three weeks, one of them for an
89-year-old man outside the cemetery
where his wife was buried,” Matusof said.

“There were so many moving moments
as we made connections with Jews who
had little or no ties to Judaism at all.”

The two students were among some 400
“roving rabbis” and rabbinical students
who travelled all over the world con-

necting Jews to Judaism this summer.

There were 15 pairs of rabbinical students in
Canada, travelling in Saskatchewan, the Mari-
times, Ontario, Quebec and Alberta, according
to Mendy Kotlarsky, who helps co-ordinate
Chabad’s Roving Rabbis program. The
program has been ongoing since 1947, with
funding from private donors and foundations.

“It’s a costly program, but the precise cost
depends on where they are going,” Kotlarsky said.

“For example, it’s more expensive to
send the men to Saskatchewan, where they
need to rent a car and stay in motels, than
it is to send them to Richmond Hill, Ont.,
where they can stay with a local family.”

The criteria to become a “roving rabbi”
are dedication, devotion and study at,
or graduation from, rabbinical college.

Chabad supplies its own candidates for the
program with seminars and material, offering
a co-ordinator, website, resources and a whole
infrastructure to help them along the way.

“They have to be serious and want to give
up their summer for the greater good and assist
Jewish communities worldwide,” Kotlarsky
said. “A lot of times it can be tiring, and you
could be living on cans of tuna for a long time.
But in a way, this is like a residency for them.”

According to Rabbi Menachem Matusof,
Yossi’s father and the voice of Chabad
Alberta, this program is definitely necessary.

“Ideally, I’d need two pairs of rabbini-
cal students to come — one for southern
Alberta and one for northern Alberta,” he
said. “To really do it right, we would need
their presence for two to three months in the
Canadian Rockies, just for the tourists. But it’s
an issue of funding, and making it happen.”

His son, who will be studying at a
yeshiva in Manchester, England, this year,
said he returned from the Roving Rabbis
assignment enthused and invigorated.

“You just feel how much you’ve helped
and all the people you’ve touched, knowing
at the same time how much there still is
to do,” he said. “Being part of the Roving
Rabbis left us with an urge to return and
do everything we can to help out again.”
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Founded in 1976,
Canadian Magen David
Adom is the sole
authorized fund-raising
organization in Canada
for all MDA emergency
medical services which
are provided to patients
in Israel - regardless

of race, creed or

ethnic affiliation.

Your donations to CMDA
are fully tax deductible
and are used to support
MDA through the
purchase of ambulances,
medical supplies, life-
saving equipment and
testing kits to ensure
safe blood supplies.

CMDA CHAPTERS:
Montreal, Ottawa,
Toronto, London,
Hamilton, Edmonton,
Calgary, Vancouver,
Victoria
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SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT
Magen David Adom:
Israel's 911 since 1930

* MDA has in service one helicopter, 75 scooters and 800 ambulances

which travel over 16 million km per year carrying life-saving supplies

needed by our highly-trained, dedicated paramedics to treat over
340,000 patients.

The list of equipment carried is extensive:

e resuscitators; IV needles; trauma cervical collars; blood pressure
cuffs; stethoscopes; gauze rolls; scissors; adhesive tape; oxygen
cylinders; laryngoscope kits for intubation; oxygen masks; first aid
dressings; non-latex gloves; advanced life support equipment

o |V fluids; plastic airway pharyngeal devices; ice packs; tourniquets;
saline solution; triangular bandages; childbirth delivery kits; chest
seal bandages with one-way valves; inhalation masks; facial masks

e direct tracheal ventilation kits; intercostals drainage kits; medical
waste baskets for contaminated material; disinfection solution; life-
saving medications; sterile syringes; defibrillators; surgical blades;
chest decompression needles; alcohol disinfectant pads;
endotracheal intubation tubes; stick lights; mass casualty ID tags.

» YOU SHOULD KNOW:

Of the $6 million worth of supplies carried annually by
MDA emergency vehicles, 10% are paid for by
donations made through Canadian Magen David Adom

Donate NOW to support
MDA's life-saving activities.

Please contact us by calling 1-800-731-2848

or visit our website at www.cmdai.org.
*MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

"One who saves a life, saves the entire world”
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